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Collard Hill 

This site is owned and managed by the National Trust.  The Large Blue butterfly became extinct in the 
UK in 1979 but a habitat restoration programme led to the successful reintroduction of this butterfly on 
several sites in the Polden Hills, including Collard Hill in 2000.  

Overview 
Good path but very steep in places; walking boots or shoes are recommended. Perhaps a walking pole if 
you are a little unsteady on your feet. 

Key Species 
Large Blue (June/July). Other species can be seen throughout the season.  
 
Directions & Parking 
Collard Hill is just off the B3151 Street to Compton Dundon road at Marshall’s Elm cross roads.  
Recommended to park at NT car park (ST 480 345) near the YHA, Cockrod, Street, BA16 0TZ 
Follow footpaths east through woodland. Take care crossing the B3151 road at Marshall’s Elm 
and enter through a kissing gate on to Collard Hill. There is an NT sign here. During the Large Blue 
season, blue-topped posts may be put up by the NT, which direct visitors to Collard Hill.  
(Parking charges may apply)  

Walk 
From the entrance follow the fence line to the top of the hill and explore the site from there. Footpaths 
are steep and can be very muddy and slippery when wet. Marbled White, Small Heath, Holly Blue, 
Common Blue, Brimstone and Comma occur in sections 1 - 4. Sections 3 and 5 are good areas for 
the Large Blue. Painted Lady nectars here on thistles and nettles. Many common species can be seen 
in section 7 and Clouded Yellow during the migrant season.  
 
Facilities 
Street - Southside Car Park, Vestry Road 

Website:  
National Trust – Collard Hill.  https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/projects/saving-the-large-blue-butterfly-at-
collard-hill 

Large Blue blog (NT Warden). https://ntlargeblue.wordpress.com/ 

Postcode: BA16 0TZ 

UK Grid Ref: ST 480 345 
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