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Ubley Warren 

Overview 
Owned by the Somerset Wildlife Trust. The landscape has been shaped by centuries of lead mining 
leaving worked out mineral veins or ‘rakes’ and uneven (‘gruffy’) ground. 

Stout walking shoes are recommended because paths are steep and uneven in places and can be 
muddy after rain 

Key Species 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dingy Skipper, Grizzled Skipper, Green Hairstreak, Dark Green Fritillary, 
Wall Brown 

Directions & Parking 
Ubley Warren is close to the Charterhouse Outdoor Activity Centre and situated off a minor road that 
links the B3134 south of Blagdon with the B3371 northwest of Priddy 

There is parking for a few cars on the roadside at ST 503 554. Alternatively, you can park in the parking 
area down the lane beside Charterhouse Centre (ST 502 557).  

Walk 
From the roadside parking go through two gates (right hand end of layby) into Ubley Warren Nature 
Reserve and turn left immediately, following the stone wall which is on your left. Small Copper, Common 
Blue, Small Heath, and Green Hairstreaks are often found here in the spring.  

Climb the slope between gorse bushes following the path up the hill with the stone wall on your left. 
Dingy and Grizzled Skippers are seen here in the short grass. As you pass the last rakes you will see a 
metal gate in the stone wall and just beyond that a ladder stile over it [A]. Follow the path through the 
gate passing to the left of a large Gorse bush, with tall grass and Heather on either side; Marbled Whites 
and Ringlets are common in this area in August. You will reach a deep rake [B] about 200 metres away. 
Here turn left and walk along the valley keeping the rakes on your right; Skippers, Blues and Browns are 
often seen in their season. 

Just past the scree [C] turn right up out of the valley to join the level path. After about 20 metres the path 
forks; go right through the bracken and long tufty grass where Marbled White, Ringlet, Meadow Brown 
and Dark Green Fritillary butterflies are often seen. Head for the right hand corner of the field where 
there is a swing gate. Just before the gate is an area of wild Dog Roses and rocks [D] that form a sun 
trap for Skippers, Green Hairstreaks and other common species. Go through the gate and turn right 
immediately through a copse of Ash trees (stone wall on your right). Follow this path keeping as close to 
the wall as possible. The Knapweed and Scabious attract the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Marbled 
White and Ringlets. 

Postcode (nearby): BS40 7XR 

UK Grid Ref: ST 503 554 
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At the top of the hill, turn right on the unmade road. Walk through the trees and pass through the metal 
stile on the left. A few metres ahead is the gate into Nether Wood [E]. Follow the path through the wood 
for about 200 metres taking a sharp right turn here downhill past the big Beech trees and a small stream 
on your left [F]. The path exits the wood after several small bridges crossing the stream which drains into 
a large marshy area on your left. You will pass a pond on your right. Keep straight ahead as the path 
narrows here and in season Hemp Agrimony, Meadowsweet, and Valerian grow in abundance. 

Red Admirals, Meadow Browns, Peacocks and Ringlets are seen here on warm sunny days. Go past 
the ruins of the lead smelting tunnels on your left. As the path leaves the wood, go slightly to the left, 
through the bushes, up to the barbed wire fence, following it as it passes along the end of the sheep 
field. This is a good place for Blues, Dark Green Fritillaries, Marbled White, Peacock, Tortoiseshells and 
Skippers. Keep going straight on and you eventually arrive at the car park for the Blackmoor Nature 
Reserve with an information panel which describes the effects which lead mining have had on this site. 
En route many more butterflies and other insects may be encountered. (CM) 
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Facilities 
Nearest villages – Cheddar & Blagdon. 
Toilets:  Burrington Combe (bottom - near lower cattle grid), Blagdon (next to village hall)  and Cheddar 
(Station Rd (by Tesco),  Dags Hole (Gorge),  Cliff St carpark. 

Website / Useful links: 
 

Somerset Wildlife Trust  https://www.somersetwildlife.org/nature-reserves/ubley-warren 

 


