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Walton Common 

Overview 

Walton Common is an Avon Wildlife Trust (AWT) reserve located between Portishead and Clevedon 
with views of the Gordano Valley and, above the quarry, across the Severn Estuary. It is a calcareous 
grassland reserve surrounded by woodland renowned for wildflowers and butterflies. 

You may come across the small herd of Dexter cattle who graze the reserve to prevent scrub and 
bracken encroachment.  Dogs must be kept on a lead. 

 

Key Species 
Silver-washed Fritillary, Dark Green Fritillary, Small Skipper, Purple Hairstreak, Marbled White, Ringlet.   
 

Directions & Parking 
From Clevedon, head towards Portishead on the B3124.  When you reach Walton-in-Gordano, turn left 
onto Walton Street (small triangle junction with tree).  There is roadside parking (pull in area) about 1km 
up Walton Street (ST 423 735)     what3words ///cage.reinvest.lungs 
 
 
Walk 

Access to the Common is achieved by a footpath back along the road from the parking area 
(w3w:///licks.frowns.universal ) and leads around the side of the hill via the woods. The path is steep at 
the start point, but this is only short section.  

In 2023, there were 24 species recorded on the regular Butterfly Transect. (Ref: Walton 
Common blog) 

Brimstone, Orange Tip, Small White, Peacock and Comma can be seen along the woodland path 
leading to the Common in the spring. Silver-washed & Dark Green Fritillaries are on the wing from 
mid-June through to August and they are joined by Marbled White, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, 
Gatekeeper and Small Skippers. The Purple Hairstreak has been seen on the smaller oaks scattered 
around the common in July/August. Sections A and B on the map are favoured.  

Postcode: BS21 7AP 

UK Grid Ref: ST 424 734 

what3words: cage.reinvest.lungs 

 

 

https://waltoncommon.wordpress.com/2023/11/
https://waltoncommon.wordpress.com/2023/11/
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Unfortunately, the Grizzled Skipper, Dingy Skipper and Green Hairstreak butterflies that were seen 
when our original butterfly walk book was written are no longer recorded.  If you do see any of these 
species whilst you walk on Walton Common, please record your sighting and if possible, take a photo. 

Facilities 
There aren’t any facilities at the reserve.  Clevedon & Portishead are the nearest towns and there is also 
Gordano motorway services on the M5 Junc. 19 (exit on the roundabout)  
 

Website / Useful links: 
 

Avon Wildlife Trust – Walton Common Reserve 

Walton Common blog – by David Horlick (Volunteer Reserve Warden & Butterfly Transect Walker) 

https://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/walton-common
https://waltoncommon.wordpress.com/about/

